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The Prince replied : " You mean I shall write my memoirs ?
Ill think it over carefully/'
And he turned with a smile to Ambassador von Flotow
who was facing him: " You're the Personalreferant of the
Foreign Office. How would it be if you made every new-
comer to the diplomatic service sign an agreement that if he
ever published his memoirs he'd have to pay an indemnity of
half a million ? "
" In that case, Excellency/' I put in, " the publishers would
pay a million."
"I don't think such sums would be frequent/' Billow
replied. " Even diplomats can be dull"
The Prince then told us that during his recent visit to Rome
Visconti-Venostti had told him that Count Nigra (he died in
1907) had burned his memoirs. He regretted this and praised
the objective style of this very interesting Italian diplomat.
The Chancellor also told us that when Count Nigra was
Ambassador in Vienna he often met him on the Kahlenberg,
which is not far from the Austrian capital, and there the Count
had read aloud to him a chapter from his notes entitled
Villafranca.   He tried to recall it:  One day Napoleon III
went up to Victor Emmanuel II and coolly told him that after
their joint victories of Magenta and Solferino he had had
enough.   He, the Emperor, could not continue to co-operate
without damaging France's cause and the King would have
to content himself with Lombardy and give up the idea of
obtaining Venetia or the whole of Italy.   When the King
reported this to Cavour, the latter was in despair, and a heated
dispute followed in the Royal tent between the King and his
Minister-President.    Cavour  thumped the table furiously
when the King informed him that, since the Emperor refused
to go on with the war, he must, however great a tragedy it
might be, make peace with Austria on the conditions the
Emperor laid down.  Cavour refused to continue as Minister-
President on the ground that he could not accept the responsi-
bility of concluding peace before Venetia had been evacuated.
The King then summoned General Lamarmora and asked
him to form a Government.   When the King told him of
Cavout's threatened resignation, the General declined to
assume a Responsibility which the much stronger Cavout had
rejected.